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On behalf of the Ashdell Residents Association & The Alton Society

The proposed construction of new houses on the highest part of the site is at odds 
with the very essence of planning law and regulation.

These laws exist to control of the urbanising effect of new development. They are 
there to ensure that Alton remains within its valley setting, hidden in the landscape 
…its rural character protected for future generations.

The adjacent Greenacre Close, built less than 5 years ago, was cut into the hillside 
to meet the height restrictions imposed by this Planning Authority.

And yet, we now have a proposal to build new two storey houses right on the crest of 
the hill completely ignoring the planning conditions that went before.

The in-flight stills from the drone really shocked us.

This new evidence proves that the breach of the skyline is real and it’s significant.

The proposed new dwellings on the crest of the hill will be visible from Holybourne, 
Whitedown, The Butts Conservation area, Bentworth, Medstead, Four Marks, 
Selborne and Windmill Hill.

The town will overflow its valley setting.

Light pollution would be allowed to spill into the protected Dark Skies Reserve of our 
national park.

Just as shocking is the loss of privacy for existing properties in Borovere Lane, Ings 
Close and Greenacre Close. Their general amenity and access to daylight will be 
materially diminished through overshadowing and overlooking. Of greatest concern 
is the bungalow at 53 Borovere Lane.

The reversed matters specifically refer to scale, massing, siting, views and 
landscape…both within the site and in relation to nearby dwellings.

The outline planning means that the developer has permission to build on the site…

BUT this must be done within the constraints of planning law…it is not a 
construction free-for-all.

The developer concedes that their current proposal is unacceptable but the removal 
of plot 135 and adding a hipped roof to plot 110 does not come close to addressing 
the skyline issue. 

This isn’t NIMBYISM, this is a reasoned argument, supported by enforceable 
planning conditions and robust new evidence.

This is a huge 22 acre countryside site with development on an unprecedented scale 
for our town. It must be possible to avoid building houses that breach the skyline or 
that are overbearing to existing homes.
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Our request is clear. We are asking this committee to support us in getting the best 
for Alton and its residents …for the ‘now’ but more importantly for the future.


